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Eves’s pin cactus is an upright branching shrub that can
be found in south east Queensland. It can displace native
vegetation, destroy native pastures and hinder movement
of animals and people. Eve’s pin cactus is also known as
Eve’s needle cactus.
Possession, propagation and distribution of Eve’s
pin cactus as an ornamental plant are not considered
reasonable and practical measures to prevent or minimize
the biosecurity risks posed by Eve’s pin cactus.
In Queensland it is illegal to sell Eve’s pin cactus on
Gumtree, eBay, Facebook, at markets, nurseries or
any marketplace.

Legal requirements
Eve’s pin cactus is a category 3 restricted invasive plant
under the Biosecurity Act 2014. It must not be given
away, sold, or released into the environment. The Act
requires everyone to take all reasonable and practical
measures to minimise the biosecurity risks associated
with invasive plants under their control. This is called a
general biosecurity obligation (GBO). This fact sheet gives
examples of how you can meet your GBO.

At a local level, each local government must have a
biosecurity plan that covers invasive plants in its area.
This plan may include actions to be taken on certain
species. Some of these actions may be required under
local laws. Contact your local government for more
information.

This fact sheet provides information and some options for
controlling Eve’s pin cactus. The best control for Eve’s pin
cactus incorporates integrated management strategies,
including herbicides, mechanical and physical methods.

Description

Slashing and ploughing are not considered effective
control as this can lead to further spread through
establishment from stem fragments. Chip out, bag and
burn any isolated plants or dispose of them at
council-approved landfill tips.

Eve’s pin cactus is a branching shrub to 3 m tall. Branches
are 4–5 cm in diameter. Stem segments are glossy green,
especially around the areoles and margins. Often more
than 2 cm thick, 5–25 cm long. Wide leaves are evergreen,
elongated 30–60 or 120 mm long, curved, fleshy and
persistent.
Spines are grayish-white, without papery sheath,
1–4 per areole, additional smaller ones (up to five)
developing in successive years and are mostly 35–70 mm
long. Flowers are pink, up to 6 cm long. Fruit are oblong,
egg-shaped, large, solitary or in small chains of
2–4, green, 50–135 mm long.

Physical control

Ensure that all tubers that can grow are removed and
destroyed. Plant material must never be included with
green waste. For advice on disposal options or control,
contact your local government office or Biosecurity
Queensland on 13 25 23.

Biological control
There are no known biological control agents for
Eve’s pin cactus in Queensland.

Life cycle

Herbicide control

Eve’s pin cactus reproduces vegetatively via stem
segments and seeds. Most reproduction is from broken
stem fragments. Seed viability is unknown.

Treatment with herbicides can be effective. Landholders
and contractors should check if the property is in a
hazardous area as defined in the Agricultural Chemicals
Distribution Control Act 1966 prior to spraying.

Methods of spread

Further information

Eve’s pin cactus can be spread by people selling it or
giving it away as an ornamental plant. It can also spread by
animals, vehicles and machinery. The stem segments break
off easily from the parent plant. It can also spread by
floodwaters and in dumped garden waste. The fruit are
eaten by birds and other animals and the seeds then
spread in their droppings.

Further information is available from your local
government office, or by contacting Biosecurity
Queensland on 13 25 23 or visit biosecurity.qld.gov.au.

Habitat and distribution
Eve’s pin cactus is native to the Andes of Peru. It is
naturalised mainly in South Australia, Western Australia
and Lightning Ridge. In Queensland, Eve’s pin cactus has
only ever been recorded in cultivation (i.e. being illegally
kept) and there are no records of naturalisation
Eve’s pin cactus prefers semi-arid and arid rangeland
environments. It can also be found backyards as an
ornamental plant.

Control
Managing Eve’s pin cactus
The GBO requires a person to take reasonable and
practical measures to minimise the biosecurity risks posed
by Eve’s pin cactus. Propagation of Eve’s pin cactus to
keep as an ornamental plant is not considered reasonable
with reducing the risk of further spread of this plant.
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