
Notes from the Board

Meetings 12 & 13
December 2021 

General enquiries about this notice:  Call Rhiannon Evans, Program Leader on 07 4091 8141 
or Sonia Campbell, ABGC on 0428 038 330Next 

meeting 
March 
2022

Next 
meeting 
March 
2022

Grower enquiries to the Board: Call Jim Pekin 
on (07) 3278 4786

Transition to industry update

The Board reviewed a draft of the 
Transition to Industry Management 
Strategy with the final document to be 
presented at the first meeting in 2022. A 
consultant has been engaged to start 
development of a Code of Practice (CoP) 
which has been identified as a possible tool 
to facilitate future TR4 disease 
management under industry leadership. 
Grower engagement regarding the CoP, as 
well as TR4 disease management in 
general, will commence in January 2022.

The Panama TR4 Program Management Board (Board) has approved expenditure of $150 000 for 
research intended to inform a review of a Panama TR4 destruction zone. Research projects include 
an investigation into inoculum levels within the zones, the influence of Trichoderma after plant 
destruction, and root-to-root transfer of the disease. While Queensland’s effort to contain the disease 
through its current procedures have been successful, it continues to spread within operating infested 
properties. It’s hoped this research will offer the banana industry insights that support effective and 
efficient containment of the disease into the future.  

The destruction zone research joins two other projects that have been commissioned by the Board in 
2021, including elongation factor (EF) sequencing for diagnostics, and investigation whether e-nose 
technology is a viable technology for early detection.

And with control and containment procedures confirmed to be effective in the 2021 Panama TR4 
Epidemiological Review, the Board has endorsed the Panama TR4 Program’s compliance strategy 
for another year.

Technical Working Group update

The Technical Working Group (TWG) is in 
the process of implementing the Board’s 
decision for destruction at a positive 
polymerase chain reaction (PCR) test as 
opposed to the vegetative compatibility group 
(VCG) test.  This would apply to existing 
infested properties who would be able to 
destroy infected plants up to four weeks 
earlier without having to wait for VCG results. 
The TWG is also considering alternative 
uses for infested properties, and overseeing 
results of the above-mentioned research.

The Panama TR4 Program is a joint initiative between the 
Queensland Government and the Australian Banana 
Growers’ Council.

The Panama TR4 Program Management Board first convened in April 2020, formalising a joint 
industry and government partnership that has successfully managed Panama TR4 in Far North 
Queensland since 2015. With the 2023 handover of leadership of TR4 disease management from 
government to industry fast approaching, the Board has tipped the half-way mark as it lays the 
foundations for industry to take the reins. Read about the Board’s achievements on page 33 of the 
December 2021 edition of the Australian Bananas Magazine.


