Tobacco weed

Elephantopus mollis

Restricted invasive plant

Tobacco weed is a vigorous and aggressive weed and is
regarded as a serious weed of agriculture in many wet
tropical/subtropical countries.

It seeds prolifically and dense masses of broad-leafed
seedlings can grow through and smother healthy, thick
pastures. The plant is not a nutritious feed for cattle and
reduces pasture productivity within a few years.

Preferring fertile soils and needing moderate to high
rainfall, tobacco weed is a major threat to the beef and
dairy industries of north Queensland.

Animals and machinery primarily spread seeds, so farm
hygiene is very important in preventing spread. Running
water is also a major dispersal agent of this weed.






Control

Managing tobacco weed

The GBO requires a person to take reasonable and
practical steps to minimise the risks posed by tobacco
weed. This fact sheet provides information and some
options for controlling tobacco weed.

Tobacco weed is extremely competitive, with seeds
capable of germinating under and growing through a thick
healthy Brachiaria pasture. Young plants produce a thick
cover over the ground smothering grasses.

Tobacco weed is readily controlled by cultivation and so is
unlikely to become a problem in cropping areas; however,
it readily becomes a pest in permanent pastures.

Mechanical control

Slashing has been used to switch reproductive plants back
to the vegetative mode, to allow treatment with herbicide.

Property hygiene will be a major factor in controlling the
spread of tobacco weed. Care should be taken in moving
machinery and stock between paddocks, and extreme care
taken between properties.

Fire

As no underground buds are produced, fire could kill a
significant number of plants and may be a useful tool
during the dry season.

Table 1. Herbicides for the control of tobacco weed

Situation Herbicide

Agricultural non-crop

areas, commercial (e.g. Conqueror, Ken-Zon)

Triclopyr 300 g/L + Picloram 100 g/L

Herbicide control

Herbicide recommendations for tobacco weed are
detailed in Table 1. It is critical for seedlings to be
sprayed before they develop the flowering stem. Careful
follow-up monitoring is needed as tobacco weed shows a
pronounced ability to regrow after treatment.

Aerial spraying is an option when plants are inaccessible,
but every care needs to be taken to prevent drift onto
remnant and regenerating rainforest in the margins of
the paddocks.

Tobacco weed becomes increasingly difficult to kill with
herbicides once the plant has begun to flower (and
possibly as early as at the beginning of stem growth). In
the far north, the wet season may limit access to pastures
and not provide opportunities for control until after seed
production has occurred.

Further information

Further information is available from your local
government office, or by contacting Biosecurity
Queensland on 13 25 23 or visit biosecurity.qld.gov.au.

‘ Rate ‘ Comments

300 mL/100 L
45 mL/15 L

Spray actively growing plants
to point of run-off

and industrial areas,
forests, pastures and
rights-of-ways aminipyralid

8 g/L (Grazon Extra)

Triclopyr 300 g/L + Pcloram 100 g/L +

knapsack
Add wetting agent as per label
recommendations

Read the label carefully before use. Always use the herbicide in accordance with the directions on the label.
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