
The introduction of invasive fish into Queensland’s natural 
waterways and wetlands can significantly affect native fish 
biodiversity and abundance. Impacts include:

•	 direct competition for food and space                      
•	 predation            
•	 habitat alteration                      
•	 introduction and spread of exotic diseases and 

parasites.  
 
Once established in the environment, invasive fish are 
almost impossible to eradicate.

In Queensland it is illegal to sell prohibited, restricted and 
non-native invasive fish on Gumtree, eBay, Facebook or 
any marketplace.

Legislation requirements
In Queensland, invasive fish are listed under the 
Biosecurity Act 2014 and the Biosecurity Regulation 2016 
as:
•	 restricted noxious fish
•	 prohibited noxious fish
•	 non-native invasive ornamental fish. 
 
Additional species may be listed by a local government 
under local laws. 

Invasive fish of Queensland

Prohibited and restricted invasive �sh

Tilapia (Oreochromis mossambicus) Carp (Cyprinus carpio)

Black pacu (Piaractus brachypomus) Alligator gar (Atractosteus spatula) (Image courtesy of WikiCommons)
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•	 Flat bullhead (Ameiurus platycephalus)
•	 Flathead catfish (Pylodictis olivaris)
•	 Frecklebelly madtom (Noturus munitus)
•	 Freckled madtom (Noturus nocturnus)
•	 Gangetic climbing perch (Anabas cobojius)
•	 Headwater catfish (Ictalurus lupus)
•	 Helicophagus leptorhynchus (Helicophagus 

leptorhynchus)
•	 Helicophagus waandersii (Helicophagus waandersii)
•	 Himantura kittipongi (Himantura kittipong)
•	 Large scaled spiny cheek sleeper (Eleotris amblyopsis)
•	 Least madtom (Noturus hildebrandi hildebrandi)
•	 Lerma catfish (Ictalurus dugesii)
•	 Manyspined ctenopoma (Ctenopoma multispine)
•	 Marbled freshwater whip ray (Himantura krempfi)
•	 Marbled whip ray (Himantura oxyrhyncha)
•	 Margined madtom (Noturus insignis)
•	 Mottled ctenopoma (Ctenopoma weeksii)
•	 Mountain madtom (Noturus eleutherus)
•	 Neosho madtom (Noturus placidus)
•	 Northern madtom (Noturus stigmosus)
•	 Noturus gladiator (Noturus gladia)
•	 Noturus hildebrandi lautus (Noturus hildebrandi 

lautus)
•	 Ocellated labyrinth fish (Ctenopoma muriei)
•	 Orangefin madtom (Noturus gilberti)
•	 Ouachita madtom (Noturus lachneri)
•	 Ozark madtom (Noturus albater)
•	 Pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli)
•	 Rio verde catfish (Ictalurus mexicanus)
•	 Roach (Rutilus rutilus)
•	 Saddled madtom (Noturus fasciatus)
•	 Sandwich island sleeper (Eleotris sandwicensis)
•	 Scioto madtom (Noturus trautmani)
•	 Silverbelly ctenopoma (Ctenopoma argentoventer)
•	 Slender madtom (Noturus exilis)
•	 Smoky madtom (Noturus baileyi)
•	 Snail bullhead (Ameiurus brunneus)
•	 Speckled madtom (Noturus leptacanthus)
•	 Spotted bullhead (Ameiurus serracanthus)
•	 Stonecat (Noturus flavus)
•	 Tadpole madtom (Noturus gyrinus)
•	 Tailspot ctenopoma (Ctenopoma kingsleyae)
•	 Tench (Tinca tinca)
•	 Twospot climbing perch (Ctenopoma nigropannosum)
•	 White catfish (Ameiurus catus)
•	 Yaqui catfish (Ictalurus pricei)
•	 Yellow bullhead (Ameiurus natalis)
•	 Yellowfin madtom (Noturus flavipinnis)

Further information
Further information is available from the Department of 
Agriculture and Fisheries on 13 25 23 or visit  
biosecurity.qld.gov.au.


