
Groundsel bush rapidly colonises disturbed areas,  
especially overgrazed pastures. It competes with pasture 
species for water and nutrients. Groundsel bush spreads 
rapidly from windborne seed, making clearing groundsel 
bush from paddocks a very time-consuming and  
expensive task.

In native Melaleuca wetlands, groundsel bush can form a 
dense understorey, suppressing growth of native sedges 
and interfering with the natural ecosystem.

Groundsel bush can become abundant in the vegetation 
along watercourses and in coastal woodlands and forest 
areas if not controlled.

The wind-dispersed seed can be a nuisance in urban 
areas where it sticks to insect screens and germinates in 
home gardens. Urban problems include potential allergies 
caused by airborne pollen and seed ‘fluff’.

Legal requirements
Groundsel bush is a caegory 3 restricted invasive plant 
under the Biosecurity Act ����.  It must not be given away, 
sold, or released into the environment. The Act requires 
everyone to take all reasonable and practical steps to 
minimise the risks associated with invasive plants under 
their control. This is called a general biosecurity obligation 
(GBO). This fact sheet gives examples of how you can meet 
your GBO.

Groundsel bush
Baccharis halimifolia

Restricted invasive plant







Table 1. Herbicides for the control of groundsel bush

Situation Herbicide Rate Comments1, 2, 3

Pastures, non-agricultural, 
commercial, industrial land and  
rights-of-way 

2,4-D amine 625 g/L 
(e.g. Ken-Amine 625)

2.9–4 L/ha   
220 mL/100 L water 
240 mL/15 L

Aerial application—higher rate for bushes 
Spray when actively growing 
High volume foliar spray  
Misting. Lightly wet plants

Pastures and non-agricultural land 2,4-D acid 300 g/L  
(e.g. Affray 300)

10 L/ha 
33 mL/1 L kerosene or 
mineral turpentine  
100 mL/10 L water 
1 L/10 L water 
0.37 L/ha

Helicopter spraying 
Basal bark or cut stump 
Knapsack foliar spray 
Sprinkler spray—1 L/100 m2

Pastures, rights-of-way and 
industrial land

2,4-D as sodium salt 700 g/kg  
(e.g. Tornado DF)

275 g/100 L water High volume spot spray 
 Addition of a surfactant is recommended 
(consult label)

Irrigation channels/banks, non-
agricultural, commercial, industrial 
land, home gardens, pastures, 
rights-of-way and forests

Glyphosate4—IPA 360 g/L  
(e.g. Roundup Biactive)

700 mL – 1 L/100 L water 
100–150 mL/15 L water  
1:9 (2 x 2 mL dose per  
0.5 m bush height)

Handgun—high rate in winter 
Knapsack foliar spray 
Splatter gun  foliar spray

Commercial, industrial land, 
pastures and rights-of-way

Picloram + 2,4-D 75 g + 300 g  
(e.g. Tordon 75-D®)

0.65 L/100 L Spot spray

Agricultural non-crop areas, 
commercial and industrial areas, 
forests, pastures and rights-of-way

Triclopyr 300 g/L + Picloram  
100 g/L (e.g. Conqueror5) 
Triclopyr 300 g/L + Picloram  
100 g/L + aminopyralid 8 g/L  
(e.g. Grazon Extra5)

250–350 mL/100 L

30 mL/15 L

Foliar spray 
Handgun 
Knapsack 
Use lower rate for plants 1–1.5 m tall in 
spring to summer, higher rate plants over 
1.5 m or autumn treatment

Agricultural non-crop areas, 
commercial and industrial areas, 
fence lines, forestry, pastures and 
rights-of-way

Triclopyr 240 g/L + Picloram  
120 g/L (e.g. Access)

1 L/60 L diesel Basal bark or cut stump

Recreational, commercial, 
industrial land, pastures, 
rights-of-way and forests

Triclopyr 600 g/L
(e.g. Garlon 600®)

160–320 mL/100 L water
500 mL/60 L diesel

Foliar spray    
Lower rate for seedlings and plants to  
2 m, higher rate for plants over 2 m 
Basal bark/cut stump

Home gardens, commercial 
situations and recreation areas

Triclopyr 50 g/L (e.g. Defender 
Blackberry Plus Tree Killer)

200 mL in 1 L kerosene  
or diesel

Basal bark, stem injection 
Refer to product label for details

Home gardens, parks, golf 
courses, factories and other similar 
situations

Triclopyr 60 g/L (e.g. Richgro Tree & 
Blackberry & Woody Weed Killer)

200 mL in 1.1 L kerosene 
or diesel

Grass pasture MCPA 340 g/L + Dicamba 80 g/L  
(e.g. Kamba M)

2.8–4 L/ha
0.19–0.27 L/100 L
60 mL/15 L

Broadacre (boom) spray 
Handgun 
Knapsack

Pastures, forests, rights-of-way 
and industrial situations 

Clopyralid 300 g/L (e.g. Lontrel®)
Clopyralid 600 g/L  
(e.g. Lontrel Advanced) 
Clopyralid 750 g/kg (e.g. Clomac)

330 or 500 mL/100 L 
165–200 mL/100 L water 
130 or 200 g/100 L water

Handgun 
Spray foliage when growth is active 
Use higher rate on plants over 2 m tall

Pastures Tebuthiuron 200 g/kg (e.g. Graslan®) 1 gm/m2 Hand application  
(restrictions on use apply)

The formulations of 2,4-D, clopyralid and glyphoste listed here are examples only. Other formulations are available and many include groundsel bush 
on the label, but the treatments listed may vary. Consult the product label for more informaiton.For users who rely on home garden packs, triclopyr is 
available in products containing 50 g/L (e.g. Yates Tree & Blackberry Killer, Amgrow Chemspray Tree & Blackberry Killer), 60 g/L (e.g. Richgro Tree  
& Blackberry & Woody Weed Killer) or 120 g/L (e.g. David Grays Blackberry & Tree Killer). Registered uses vary so users should consult labels carefully 
before proceeding and follow instructions closely.

Notes  
1  Pasture legumes are susceptible to these herbicides. 
2  Cut stump treatments—cut as close to ground as possible and apply mixture immediately (within 15 seconds). 
3  Basal bark treatments—paint/spray 25 cm band around base of each stem. 
4  Glyphosate will kill pasture species. 
5  Cannot be used in hazardous areas without a DAF permit.

Read the label carefully before use. Always use the herbicide in accordance with the directions on the label.

This fact sheet is developed with funding support from the Land Protection Fund.

Fact sheets are available from Department of Agriculture and Fisheries (DAF) service centres and our Customer Service Centre (telephone 13 25 23). Check our website 
at biosecurity.qld.gov.au to ensure you have the latest version of this fact sheet. The control methods referred to in this fact sheet should be used in accordance with the 
restrictions (federal and state legislation, and local government laws) directly or indirectly related to each control method. These restrictions may prevent the use of one or 
more of the methods referred to, depending on individual circumstances. While every care is taken to ensure the accuracy of this information, DAF does not invite reliance 
upon it, nor accept responsibility for any loss or damage caused by actions based on it.
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