
 

 

Queensland’s reputation for quality, sustainable 

beef is supported by a world-class biosecurity 

system that monitors for pests and diseases, 

enabling rapid response, control, containment and 

eradication outcomes.  

Queensland’s cattle producers actively participate 

in biosecurity programs to protect the integrity of 

the industry’s beef and meat products. Biosecurity 

Queensland supports producers by delivering 

diagnostic capabilities, surveillance and 

eradication programs, and advice and oversight 

on biosecurity best practice.  

Cutting-edge diagnostics technology  

Queensland’s Biosecurity Sciences Laboratory 

(BSL) supports the beef industry by performing 

diagnostic testing that is accredited to national 

testing standards. Services include:  

 surveillance and diagnosis of significant 

diseases in cattle  

 supporting market access through health 

testing for accreditation programs and 

certification to allow stock movements 

interstate and overseas.  

 

 

Lifetime traceability of cattle  

Queensland’s best practice biosecurity standards 

are supported by state and national biosecurity 

traceability systems that can rapidly locate 

relevant livestock in the case of emergency 

animal disease outbreaks and other biosecurity 

incidents. Compliance with these systems is a 

critical element of a cattle producer’s biosecurity 

plan.  

The National Livestock Identification System 

(NLIS) traces stock movements by attaching a 

unique electronic ear tag to an animal and 

recording its movement between properties on the 

database. This helps ensure animals can be 

identified and traced quickly in an emergency 

response. In Queensland, underpinning the NLIS 

are the property identification code (PIC) system 

and the biosecurity entity registration database, 

which records where specific animals are kept 

and by who. 

Biosecurity plans 

A biosecurity plan documents the biosecurity risks 

within and outside a property and outlines 

measures to manage them.  

By developing and implementing a biosecurity 

plan, a cattle producer can confidently grow a 

sustainable and competitive business. Having a 

plan in place will help to minimise the introduction 

and spread of pests and diseases, and in turn 

help protect the productivity and profitability of 

other agricultural businesses.  

Visit farmbiosecurity.com.au for a range of 

resources to assist producers with biosecurity 

planning.  
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International market access support  

The Queensland Government maintains 

structured surveillance programs for key endemic 

diseases and exotic diseases (diseases that do 

not occur in Australia). For exotic diseases such 

as bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE or 

mad cow disease), it is important to demonstrate 

proof of freedom to facilitate the export of 

livestock and their genetic material (semen and 

embryos) to a range of export destinations. 

Queensland contributes to the National Arbovirus 

Monitoring Program (NAMP), which monitors the 

distribution of economically important endemic 

arboviruses (insect-borne viruses) in cattle.  

NAMP facilitates:  

 market access for the export of live cattle, 

sheep and goats, and genetic material to 

countries with concerns about 

bluetongue, Akabane and bovine 

ephemeral fever (BEF) viruses  

 

 bluetongue early warning to detect 

incursions of exotic strains of bluetongue 

virus and vectors into Australia  

 risk management to detect changes in the 

seasonal distribution in Australia of 

endemic bluetongue, Akabane and BEF 

viruses and their vectors.  

 

Visit animalhealthaustralia.com.au for information 

on NAMP. 

For further information on biosecurity programs 

and services in Queensland, please contact the 

Department of Agriculture and Fisheries on  

13 25 23 within Queensland or email 

info@daf.qld.gov.au or visit biosecurity.qld.gov.au. 
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