
Department of Agriculture and Fisheries

Drought assistance
Government assistance for farm businesses, households and 

communities affected by the current severe drought

Queensland Government support
Drought Relief Assistance Scheme (DRAS)
DRAS helps primary producers in the livestock industry who are in 
drought-declared areas or who have individually droughted property (IDP) 
declarations. Each producer may be eligible for up to $40 000 in assistance 
per financial year.

Freight rebates and subsidies
During drought, a primary producer can claim a rebate of up to 50 per cent 
of the cost of moving fodder and water for livestock. A rebate may also be 
available for the return of breeding stock that are forced from agistment 
during the drought and must return to their property of origin.

After the drought declaration has been revoked, a subsidy is available for 
the cost of moving livestock purchased for restocking and livestock returning 
from agistment.

Emergency water infrastructure rebate
This rebate covers up to 50 per cent of the cost of purchasing, supplying 
and installing water infrastructure (such as pipes, bores, pumps, tanks and 
troughs) needed for emergency animal welfare.

Before purchasing infrastructure and applying for assistance, the producer 
must contact the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries to obtain a water 
availability statement.

Conditions
Applications under DRAS must be made within six months of the date of the 
relevant activity (movement of fodder and/or water, returning of stock from 
agistment, restocking, and/or purchase of emergency water infrastructure). 

DRAS assistance is not available to hobby farmers. It may be available to a 
person or a partner in a partnership, company or trust who spends more than 
50 per cent of their labour on and derives more than 50 per cent of their gross 
income from a primary production enterprise.

The scheme is audited periodically to verify claims. 

To find out more, visit www.daf.qld.gov.au and search for ‘DRAS’ or call 13 25 23. 

Other assistance available

Transport concessions and school transport allowance
To find out about assistance with transport costs, visit www.tmr.qld.gov.au 
and search for ‘drought assistance’ or call 1800 025 656.

Relief from electricity charges
Assistance is available for irrigators with fixed electricity charges. To find out 
more, visit www.dews.qld.gov.au and search for ‘drought relief’ or call 13 43 87.

Productivity loans
Concessional loans of up to $650 000 are available through QRAA for on-farm 
productivity improvements. For more information, visit www.qraa.qld.gov.au 
or call 1800 623 946.

Social and mental health support
Community wellbeing and mental health are supported through the Royal 
Flying Doctor Service. To find out more, visit www.flyingdoctor.org.au and 
search for ‘drought wellbeing’ or call (07) 3852 7544.

Water fee relief, land rent relief and land rent deferral
Producers may be eligible for a waiver on water licence fees, a rebate on land 
rent and the deferral of land rent payments. For more information, visit  
www.dnrm.qld.gov.au and search for ‘drought declared areas’ or call  
13 QGOV (13 74 68).

Community assistance packages
Community assistance (e.g. with events, training and resources) is provided 
through funding to local government and other regional organisations.

Australian Government support
Drought concessional loans and drought recovery loans
Concessional loans are available through QRAA for farm carry-on and recovery 
activities. For more information, visit  www.qraa.qld.gov.au or call 1800 623 946.

Farm Household Allowance
This program provides income support for farm households. To find out more, 
visit www.agriculture.gov.au and search for ‘farm household allowance’ or  
call 13 23 16.

Social and community support
Support services for people in drought-affected communities include 
individual and family counselling, outreach, community events focused on 
mental health and wellbeing, and advice and referrals. To find out more, 
visit www.dss.gov.au and search for ‘drought assistance package’ or call 
1300 653 227.

Taxation measures
The Australian Taxation Office provides tailored assistance for taxpayers  
in drought-affected areas. To discuss your situation, call 13 11 42 or visit 
www.ato.gov.au.

Rural Financial Counselling Service (RFCS)
The RFCS provides free financial counselling to farmers, fishers and small 
agriculture-dependent rural businesses who are suffering financial hardship. 
For more information, visit www.agriculture.gov.au or call 1800 686 175.
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