
 

 

Biosecurity Queensland is the part of the 

Department of Agriculture and Fisheries that 

coordinates the government’s efforts to prevent, 

respond to and recover from pests and diseases 

that threaten the economy and environment.  

We also work to ensure continued market access 

for agricultural products, reduce the risks that 

chemical contaminants pose to agricultural food 

production systems and the environment and 

maintain Queensland’s reputation for high 

standards of animal care and keeping.  

The Queensland beef industry values and 

delivers:  

 a healthy and resilient product  

 market access  

 best practice reputation  

 profitability  

 beneficial and strong partnerships.  

 

Biosecurity Queensland works with Queensland 

beef producers to address these priorities 

through: 

Disease and pest surveillance and 
management  

Being on the frontline, cattle producers are best 

placed to notice something wrong with their herd.  

 

 

 

Early recognition and notification of emergency 

animal diseases can make a significant difference 

to disease spread, progression and impact on 

industry.  

Biosecurity Queensland officers can help 

investigate diseases that may cause an 

unacceptable risk to the community, trade and the 

Queensland cattle herd.  

Producers can protect their cattle with a tick fever 

vaccine produced by the Queensland 

Government. This vaccine is a reliable and 

practical tool for long-term management of tick 

fever in cattle.  

Minimising the impacts of weeds and pest animals 

protects business and the community. Biosecurity 

Queensland works closely with local 

governments, communities and other 

stakeholders to implement integrated and 

coordinated management plans. 

Traceability  

Traceability of cattle as they move along the 

supply chain reflects a joint commitment to 

biosecurity and food safety between producers, 

industry and government, and provides a 

competitive advantage in a global market. 

Biosecurity Queensland manages registered 

biosecurity entities associated with more than 

104,000 Property Identification Codes (PICs) in 

Queensland that integrate with the National 

Livestock Identification System (NLIS) to allow 

lifetime traceability of cattle. 
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Emergency preparedness and 
response  

An emergency animal disease outbreak can be 

devastating for producers causing significant 

personal stress as well as financial hardship. 

Livestock industries can lose domestic and 

international sales opportunities and the broader 

Australian economy can suffer. Biosecurity 

Queensland is trained and ready to mount a rapid 

and effective response to emergency biosecurity 

incidents such as foot-and-mouth disease. 

Partnerships  

Producing sustainable beef requires good 

networks and partnerships. Biosecurity 

Queensland partners with producers, peak 

industry bodies, livestock agents and Animal 

Health Australia to create the conditions for 

successful agribusiness and market access.  

Animal welfare  

Queensland adopts world-leading animal welfare 

standards in raising, transporting, marketing and 

slaughtering cattle. The government and industry 

work together to establish and maintain a high 

standard of animal management and care. A 

review of the Animal Care and Protection Act 

2001 and adoption of mandatory national animal 

welfare standards for cattle and saleyards will 

further protect the reputation of Queensland’s 

beef industry and ensure the welfare of cattle in 

Queensland.  

Legislation 

The Biosecurity Act 2014 provides a consistent, 

modern, risk-based approach to biosecurity in 

Queensland. Key features are the general 

biosecurity obligation and shared responsibility.  

For further information on biosecurity programs 

and services in Queensland, please contact the 

Department of Agriculture and Fisheries on  

13 25 23 within Queensland or email 

info@daf.qld.gov.au or visit biosecurity.qld.gov.au 
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