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Procedure for manual inspection of low-risk tick 
carriers  

This procedure will be used for the risk minimisation requirement (RMR) for a Tick free manual inspection 
for a low-risk tick carrier, as required in the Queensland Biosecurity Manual. 

Low-risk tick carriers must be manually inspected and found tick free to meet the ‘tick free manual 
inspection’ RMR. 

The ‘Guideline for manual inspection of low-risk tick carriers’ supports this procedure and describes 
techniques for the appropriate manual inspection techniques and associated processes. 

Definitions 

Tick free means no life cycle stages of cattle tick have been found on the carrier. 

Live tick means a tick showing obvious signs of movement or from which body fluids can be expressed. 

Low-risk tick carriers are; animals in the Equidae family (e.g. horses, ponies, donkeys and mules), goats, 
sheep and Camelidae (e.g. alpacas, Arabian camels, llamas). 

Inspection percentage  

The table below provides the number of low-risk carriers that must be inspected in each consignment.  

Species Percentage of consignment to be 
inspected 

Equine species and camelids 100% 

Led sheep and goats 100% 

Unled sheep and goats 100% visual and 5% manual 
inspection 

 

Declaration on movement record 

The date of inspection and the name and contact details of the person who inspected the low-risk carrier 
must be included on the movement record that accompanies the consignment. 

Restraining for inspection 

The low-risk tick carrier must be restrained to complete the inspection. Led and manageable animals may 
be tied individually to a yard rail with a halter and lead rope only if the inspection can be completed safely 
and fully.  

Unled carriers must be restrained in a crush or race. 

Time of inspection 

All inspections must occur during daylight hours. 

 

https://www.daf.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/1561063/Guideline-for-manual-inspection-of-low-risk-carriers.pdf
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If a cattle tick is found 

If a live cattle tick is found on a carrier, all carriers in that consignment fail the inspection and must not be 
moved to the tick free zone. This includes any stage of the life cycle of the cattle tick. 

Re-inspection interval 

For low-risk tick carriers that have failed a manual inspection, they must not be re-inspected for a minimum 
of 4 days. 

Time limits on moving a carrier to the free zone  

Low risk carriers must be moved into the free zone within 24 hours of meeting all RMRs for that 
movement.  

Ongoing monitoring  

The risk minimisation requirements describe the actions that an owner must take prior to moving carriers 
into the tick free zone.  

An owner has a general biosecurity obligation to take all reasonable and practical steps to prevent or 
minimise the spread of cattle tick. This may include the owner continuing to monitor the low-risk carrier for 
cattle tick after it has been moved into the cattle tick free zone. 

Ongoing monitoring may include the owner taking additional steps such as isolating, treating or spraying 
carriers after arriving at a place in the tick free zone. 


